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MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Cherles C. Stefan 4. |

Director, Office of Soviet and e /7 ’ ‘
Eastern European Exchanges i U 4’ , / A 7{
Department of State M 1’ / “m _
i;, e 4 |
ATTERTION : Hr, Yale Richmond v i/ !
Hr. John Kendall Ward - L/ ‘;\\_
o O
SUBJECT : Comments on_Propceal for DS/Soviet N
Excliange ngrii’a\j.%xha Area of N
.~ Chemical Catalysis
REFERENCE : randum from Johun D, ‘Baléeachwieler, |
Office of Science and Technology, dtd
22 August 1972 o~
NY
1. This meworandum is a follow up to the informal («\‘
comments on the subject proposal passed to you earlier, \o |
Because of the extremely short deadline set, we were sble l\ f

to obtain comments only from the 0ffice of Sclientific
Intelligence of the Agency.

2. The proposed eschange program is aimed at
solutions to certain enviroomental or ecological pollution
problems which boil down to fundamental and applied aspects
of catalytic oxidation. The basic problem could probably
be handled best at the outset by an exchange of information
both by mail and in person without tha added sxpense of an
exchange of persounel. Planning groups from the two countries
together would develop complementary research to supplement
and extend the information exchange. 4 big unresolved problem
would be catalysts considered proprietary by US companies.
This could adversely affect the exchange in one of the wost
important areas, that of automotive exhausts.
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Program in the Area of Chemical Catalveis

3. The six subjects listed on the exchange progrem
proposal could serve very well as a mechaniss for establishing
2 good relstiouship between scisatists of the two countries
and also possibly adveace the state of the ert in some of
the specific proposed aress. However, little ia to be
gained toward vesolving specific environmental and ecologicsl
problems by the proposed exchanges of persounel that eo:1d not
vesult from information exchanges sud perfedic meetiags,

4. 1t would be useful to learn names of the Seviets
invelved in this topte,
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